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CLASS 10: ISRAEL’S FAILURE TO 
RECEIVE THE GOSPEL (Romans 10) 

2.  Israel’s fall, and the remnant, 9:22 - 11:10 (Continued) 

Israel has many privileges (cf. 9:1-5), yet they are zealous for a law that reflects their own pride; 

they are not humble before God.  The way of salvation is plain before them, but they have not 

heeded it (ch. 10). 

 

Paul’s great desire for Israel 

10:1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 

Cf. Rom 9:2-3 

 

The true way of righteousness 

2 I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.  3 For, being 
ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did 
not submit to God’s righteousness.  4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes. 

The nation of Israel largely was ignorant of the true way – “not according to knowledge,” “being 
ignorant” 

Israel largely sought to achieve God’s approval by their works – “a zeal for God,” “seeking to 
establish their own [righteousness],” “did not submit to God’s righteousness” 

Jewish zeal for the law 

To some extent – praiseworthy 

Developed during Exile, later during Maccabean period, later during Roman wars 

But involved their pride – Pharisee in Luke 18:9-14 

Not submitting to God’s righteousness – attack on Stephen, Acts 7:51-58 

The true way of righteousness – “the righteousness that comes from God,” “Christ is the end of 
the law for righteousness to everyone who believes” 
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Our acceptable righteousness is supplied by God 

”the righteousness that comes from God” (v. 3) 

Rom 3:21-26 

Our acceptable righteousness is obtained by faith 

“To everyone who believes” (v. 4) 

Rom 9:30 

It is Christ that has obtained this righteousness for us 

 “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness” (v. 4) 

The law pointed to Christ 

“the end (telos) of the law” 

Can be “end” as the finish, or can be “end” as the goal 

Goal seems better – Christ fulfilled the law (Matt 5:17), and the law leads 
us to Christ (Cranfield, Romans 2:515-519) 

“Christ is the goal, the aim, the intention, the real meaning and 
substance of the law—apart from Him it cannot be properly 
understood at all.”  (Cranfield 2:519) 

Thus, the majority of Israel misunderstood the law, interpreting it as a 
means to obtain God’s favor in their own merit. 

 

The word of faith, the message of Scripture 

The Scriptures consistently require faith and repentance for salvation, as Paul does.  Paul 
quotes Moses (vv. 5-8) and Isaiah and Joel (vv. 11-13), and applies that same truth to his own 
day and to our dispensation (vv. 9-10). 

 

Testimony of Moses (vv. 5-8) 
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does 
the commandments shall live by them.  6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say 
in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 or “‘Who will 
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  8 But what does it say? 
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“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we 
proclaim); 

V. 5, quotation of Lev 18:1-5 

Obedience required to obtain life through the law 

Vv. 6-8, quotation of Deut 30:1-3, 6, 9-16, 19-20, esp. 12-14 

Passage about the remnant and the return after repentance 

“High up” = Christ in heaven 

“Deep down” = Hades, the grave 

Shows grace of God given for repentance and faith 

Why did Israel reject the general call? 

 They chose the wrong path to righteousness (v. 5) 

 They were ignorant of the right way to righteousness (vv. 2-3) 

 They were proud of their own righteousness (v. 3) 

 

Testimony of Paul (vv. 9-10) 
9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, 
and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.   

Paul preached the way of faith (v. 8b) 

Requirements in v. 9: 

 Believe; be justified 

 Confess; be saved 

 See to be parallel, different ways of saying the same thing 

Explanation in v. 10: 

 Believe in heart 

 Confess in mouth 

 Oral confession shows content of heart 
o As Jesus said (Matt 7:17; 15:18-20) 
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Testimony of the prophets (vv. 11-13) 
11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.”  12 For there is 
no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all 
who call on him.  13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

Same qualifications for all, Jew and Gentile (v. 12) 

Believe (v. 11) 

 Quotation from Isa 28:14-16 (cf. Rom 9:33) 

Confess (v. 13) 

 Quotation from Joel 2:28 – 3:1 (2:32) 

Both quotes come from the same situation – the Jewish remnant and the return to their land 

 

The general call of the gospel 

14 But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe 
in him of whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet 
of those who preach the good news!” 

The general call and the effectual call compared (Westminster Larger Catechism): 

Q. 67. What is effectual calling? 
A. Effectual calling is the work of God’s almighty power and grace, whereby (out of his 
free and especial love to his elect, and from nothing in them moving him thereunto) he 
doth, in his accepted time, invite and draw them to Jesus Christ, by his word and Spirit; 
savingly enlightening their minds, renewing and powerfully determining their wills, so as 
they (although in themselves dead in sin) are hereby made willing and able freely to 
answer his call, and to accept and embrace the grace offered and conveyed therein. 

Q. 68. Are the elect only effectually called? 
A. All the elect, and they only, are effectually called; although others may be, and often 
are, outwardly called by the ministry of the word, and have some common operations of 
the Spirit; who, for their willful neglect and contempt of the grace offered to them, 
being justly left in their unbelief, do never truly come to Jesus Christ. 

The general call required (vv. 14-15a) 

Call on the Lord → believe in the Lord → hear of the Lord → the Lord preached to them 
→ the preacher be sent to them 
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Note: necessity of missionaries, etc. 

The general call had been given to Israel (v. 15b) 

 Example: the mission of the Twelve through Galilee (Matt 10:5, 16, 40) 

 Apostles sent by Jesus to all the Jews (John 17:18) 

 Rejected by nation as a whole, represented by their leaders (Matt 23:37-38; Acts 7:51-
53) 

 

Israel’s rejection of the gospel 

Paul concludes Rom 10 by summarizing the sad fact that Israel as a nation has rejected the 
gospel.  He shows that this rejection is according to prophecy, which predicted their rejecting of 
God’s words in the days of the prophets. 

 

Israel has heard the gospel 
17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  18 But I ask, have they 
not heard? Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to 
the ends of the world.”   

A rewording of his previous statements (vv. 8, 14) 

Israel has heard the gospel in the past 

Moses in Lev 18:5 and Deut 30:12-14 (Rom 10 5-8): “The man who does those things 
[the law] shall live by them.”  “The word is near you, even in your mouth and in your 
heart; that is, the word of faith which we proclaim.” 

Isaiah in Isa 28:16 (Rom 10:11, “for the Scripture says . . .”): “Whoever believes on him 
will not be ashamed.” 

Joel in Joel 2:23 (Rom 10:13-15), “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.” 

Isaiah again in Isa 52:7 (Rom 10:15), “How beautiful are the feet of them that proclaim 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad news of good things!” 

And now Israel has heard the gospel clearly, in recent times 

 Agreement with Ps 19:4 
o Originally about general revelation – the sun going around the world, parallel to 

the Word of God in the Psalm 
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 Ministry of Jesus, the Apostles, Paul (see verses in last section) 

 

Israel has known the gospel 
19 But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, “I will make you jealous of those who 
are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you angry.”  20 Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, 
“I have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask 
for me.”   

Moses: 

Moses predicted that their enemies would teach them (Deut 32:15-32) 

Notice theme of jealousy in Deut 32:16, 21; cf. Rom 11:11 

Isaiah: 

Isa 65:1, shows that Israel had been called by God, but rejected him 

 

Israel has not obeyed the gospel 
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has 
heard from us?”   

21 But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary 
people.” 

Paul offers two “quotes of disappointment” from Isaiah to show Israel’s rejection in time past 
of the gospel message. 

V. 16, quotation from Isa 53:1 

Paul had implied in the previous verse (v. 15) that this Suffering Servant passage spoke 
of Jesus’ suffering for us.  Isaiah’s bewildered question here shows his surprise that his 
message was not believed. 

V. 21, quotation from Isa 65:1 

God was found by another set of people (to be developed in Rom 11) 

But God was not found by those whom he called (Isa 65:2, “a rebellious people that 
walks in a way not good, after their own thoughts” 

Israel continued to reject the gospel in Paul’s time: 
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Rejection by the Jews in Jerusalem (Acts 4:15-18; 5:40; 12:2) 

Rejection by Jews on Paul’s first missionary journey in Galatia (Acts 13:50; 14:2, 19) 

Rejection by Jews during Paul’s second missionary journey in Macedonia and Achaia 
(Acts 17:5-7, 13; 18:5-6, 12-13; cf. 1 Thess 2:14-16 [very strong verses!]) 

Rejection by Jews during Paul’s third missionary journey in Asia (Acts 19:8-9, 33; 20:3) 

Later rejection by Jews during Paul’s arrest and trials in Judea (Acts 21:27-28, 30-31, 36; 
22:22-23; 23:12-15; 24:1-9, 27; 25:1-3 

Later rejection by Jews during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome (Acts 28:28:25-28) 

 


